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It is now about sixteen years since the first effort which attracted much 
attention was made in this country to check intemperance through the 
agency of Temperance Societies, The preliminary steps taken, were to 
enlighten the public mind, relative to the baleful influence of alcohol in die* 
tilled liquors,when used asa beverage. After alapseof time it was ascertained 
that to render the reform universal, so as to reach every part of the; globe 
and all classes, intoxicating drinks of all kinds must be abandoned. It was 
rendered perfectly clear that alcohol was the principle of intoxication in fer- 
mented as well as in distilled liquors, -as destructive to morals, health, and the 
soul, in one as in the other, and that the reform could not be enduring on any 
other foundation than total abstinence from all that can intoxicate. In pro- 
secuting this great work, its advocates have had to contend with many em- 
barrassments. Good and bad men have united in their condemnation, but 
from different motives. Fashion, appetite, and sordid interest, have com- 
bined to frown down and crash this mighty enterprise ; added to which a 
large, respectable and influential class of Christian ministers and Christian 
professors, have held up their testimony against it, thereby causing much 
grief to their brethren engaged in this work, and, if anything could diftooar- 
age, causing great discouragement They have opposed on the ground that 
God in His sacred word only condemned the abuse not the moderate use of 
intoxicating drinks—that Temperance Societies are not Gospel organizations 
—that the word of God does not recognize them — that the church is the 
proper and only organization to expose and counteract national sins, and that 
voluntary associations, (although in a great measure consisting of individuals 
connected with the church,) to protect individuals or communities against 
the inroads of vice and immoralities are at variance with the word of God. 
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While I would not impeach the motives or sincerity of those proclaiming 
such views, yet I would in all kindness inquire of them, whether the great 
success which has attended Temperance Societies in the time elapsed to test 
their usefulness, turning, as they have, millions from their sinful drinking 
habits, and making them hearers instead of breakers of the law of God, is 
not a strong indication that the Almighty is in this work, and is giving the 
strongest evidence that it has His commendation and blessing. Should not 
the benign influence temperance societies have already exercised, induce ob- 
jectors of all classes to pause and reflect, lest it be found when too late* to 
remedy the unhappy influence they may have been instrumental in exert- 
ing, that they are fighting against a means to advance the good of mankind 
upon which God has set His seal of approbation— be found that they are on 
the side of the adversary, rather than with their Father in Heaven. 

I have indeed supposed that when the time arrived that the church should 
take up the cause of total abstinence, as she has the cause of missions, as 
coming within tne sphere of her legitimate duties, that all our present dis- 
tinct organizations might be abandoned ; but until that time comes, it is not 
easy to see how they can be dispensed with, or what better or more lawful 
agency can be suggested for carrying on the work. 

Having received by a late arrival from England, a pamphlet written by 
the venerable and learned Archdeacon Jeffreys, of the Church of England, 
now of Bombay, on the duty of the Church in relation to Temperance So- 
cieties, I have thought its reprint in this country might do good, the facts 
and arguments being as applicable in one part of the world as another. I 
have therefore concluded to send it to the printer, with the hope that all 
Christian ministers and professors into whose hands it may fall, will give 
it a candid and prayerful examination, and if satisfied of the correctness of 
its positions, exert their pow er ful influence to sustain temperance organiza- 
tions, in or out of the church, and proclaim from the pulpit, and " high ways 
and by ways" of our widely extended republic, the great truth that alcohol 
whether in distilled or fermented drinks is a poison, always injurious as a 
beverage, and the duty of all to abstain from it, and, in all suitable ways, to 
influence others to abstain also, that drunkenness, in all its various stages 
may forever cease. 

EDWARD C. DELAVAN. 

Ballston Centre, N. Y., Not. 15, 1840. 
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The religious objection against Temperance Societies 
which is the subject of the following paper, is one 
which has spread from mouth to mouth among profes- 
sors of the gospel, far and wide all over England, and 
has caused vast multitudes of serious persons to oppose 
or (which amounts to the same thing) to hold back from 
the temperance cause. I myself have encountered the 
very same objection among religious professors at al- 
most every turn. Now, that the dissipated, the 
thoughtless, and the worldly, and those who live only 
for their own personal indulgence, should oppose the 
efforts now making against one of the greatest strong- 
holds of Satan, and one of the worst enemies of Christ's 
kingdom, is no more than what we might be prepared 
to expect. But that any who profess to love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, should oppose the temperance 
cause, and should even plead their love of the gospel as 
a reason for their opposition, is a melancholy proof of 
the deceivableness of the human heart, and of the un- 
accountable delusions to which it is continually exposed. 
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It is indeed difficult to know how to deal with an 
objection so utterly absurd. For on the one hand, so 
long as it remains unanswered, it misleads multitudes ; 
it carries with it all the weight, and is doing all the 
mischief, of an unanswerable objection ; while on the 
other hand, it is no sooner stated and answered, than 
it appears so weak and foolish, that the reader is dis- 
posed to wonder how the author can waste his time 
and paper in answering such an evident absurdity. 
What, then, is to be done in this case ? If it is not an- 
swered, it is doing incalculable mischief; it passes from 
mouth to mouth as a grave and important objection ; it 
assumes the high and holy character of jealousy for the 
honour of the gospel ; it is plausible enough to mislead 
many good and pious people, while it serves as a con- 
venient pretext for the hollow-hearted and insincere 
professor. If it is answered with any tolerable ability, 
the objection then appears so silly, as to bring into 
question the writers credit for common sense and or- 
dinary discretion, in taking the trouble to answer so 
foolish an objection. And something like this is al- 
ways the fate of die man who proposes to the world 
an unpalatable duty or an unwelcome moral truth. 
He is continually met, at the same moment of time, with 
opposite and incompatible objections and difficulties, 
which cannot both be true. 

In the present dilemma, I have resolved that it is my 
duty to answer an objection which (however absurd it 
may be) has run the whole round of what is termed 
the " religious world," and which has been, in point of 
fact, the great obstacle which the temperance cause has 
had to oppose, from a quarter where it had reason to 
expect to find its best and its warmest friends. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



THE RELIGIOUS OBJECTION TO TETOTALI8M, 



OBJECTION,— I object to Temperance Societies 
because they are a Human Device. Why not 
leave it to the Gospel to cure this as well as every 
other sin ? 

Answer. — Does the objector consider the length to 
which this objection will go ? He objects to the Tem- 
perance Societies became they are a device or contri- 
vance o£ human reason. Does he mean to say, that 
human reason is never to be employed in devising 
ways of glorifying God by doing good to man? 
Who gave man the gift of reason, and for what purpose 
was it given? Is not reason a "talent" which God 
himself has given to man, in order that all its powers 
should be exerted to the very utmost in his service and 
to his glory ? What is the meaning of our Lord's 
parable of the talents, and what are the things signified 
by "talents" in this beautiful parable ? Are they not 
all the gifts of providence, both temporal and spiritual, 
together with all the energies of the body and aU the 
intellectual powers of the mind t And is not reason 
the greatest, and most precious of all the talents God 
has given to man ? What right, then, has he to bury 
it in the earth ? And is not the power of devising and 
contriving means to put away the occasion of sin, and, 
in obedience to the Lord's prayer, to avoid " tempta- 
tion"— -is not this contriving power, (I say) a part of 
reason herself,' nay, is it not die most wonderful at- 
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tribute of that reason which God himself has given? 
What right, then, has man to say that he will never em- 
ploy it to the glory of the Giver ? la he not expressly 
commanded to love and serve "the Lord his God with 
all his understanding as well as with all his heart? 
Should not the Christian, then, in the prayer of faith 
dedicate reason to the service of God who gave it, and 
"keeping nothing ba<jk,'' offer all its energies and 
powers, all its ability to contrive and invent, upon the 
altar of his God in pure devotion ? Again, is not the 
strength of union a "talent" which God has given to 
man in his social and combined capacity? What, 
right, then, has he to bury this "talent" also in the 
earth, and say, that he never will employ it to the glory 
of God who gave it ? When the Temperance Societies 
open their meetings with prayer, do they not in so 
doing humbly consecrate the powers of reason and the 
mighty power of union too, and every other "talent" 
that God has appointed and given them, to the service 
and glory of the Giver? And in the diligent and 
honest employment of the means, do they not renounce 
all dependence on themselves, and depend only upon 
the grace of God, and his blessing upon the means em- 
ployed? And who will deny that this pious and 
Christian devotion of all to God is a "reasonable service" 
— a "living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to him?" 

But, perhaps, the objector will here say, that many of 
these Societies do not open their meetings with prayer. 
The reply is, that the great majority do, and to this we 
attribute the blessing that rests upon them. But if the 
Society, in his particulac neighbourhood, neglects the 
duty of prayer, as the external sign of its dependence 
only upon the blessing of God, it is the Christian's duty, 
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in meekness, to try to amend in this matter, and to 
offer it his support and assistance, opt. condition 
that it will go to the throne of grace every time that 
it opens its proceedings. He may, possibly, thus be 
made the humble instrument, in the hands of God, of 
bringing down his blessing upon a whole Society- 
But it is possible he may not be able to prevail with it, 
seeing that many excellent and pious men differ, on 
various circumstantial grounds, as to the expediency of 
opening these public meetings with prayer, as is the 
case even with the Bible Society. What, then, is he to 
do t If he feels that he cannot conscientiously j^pn 
in its proceedings, without this public acknowledg- 
ment of dependance upon God's blessing, then let 
him form a Temperance Society among that body of 
Christians who are like-minded with himself in this 
matter, and not be guilty of the sin of burying so 
powerful a "talent," 90 energetic an agency in the 
earth, and of keeping back from the service of the Lord 
any of the energies and powers of reason, on the fool- 
ish ground, that all which reason can contrive or ac- 
complish is, and ever must be, a human device. To 
say nothing of the folly and wickedness of this prin- 
ciple, it is not possible to carry it out into practice ; 
for it would be utterly impossible to serve God at aU 9 
if we were to put an end to all the contrivances of 
human reason. For it might easily be shown that no 
man ever yet served God in any one instance, or in 
any description of service, either in his collective or 
individual capacity, without some human contrivance 
forming a part of the means or machinery wherewith 
the service was performed, and, therefore, being a neces- 
sary accompaniment 
2 
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And as for the second part of the objection : Why 
use any husaan means — why not leave it to the Gospel 
to cure this as well as every other sin X If the reader 
will give me his candid attention, I can easily prove to 
him that this objection is either an unaccountable mis- 
conception, or else a criminal misrepresentation of the 
gospel. The objector may (if he thinks himself justi- 
fied by facts) raise a doubt whether Temperance Societies 
are judicious and effectual means. Let him, then, 
hasten to study this wide subject Let him read the 
many American and English books and tracts, and 
various official documents, bearing upon this question ; 
and while gaining light from some of the publications 
of the old Temperance Society, let him not fail to seek 
completer knowledge from those of the Tetotal Socie- 
ties. Thorough information on these subjects is all that 
is necessary to satisfy any reasonable mind as to the 
doubt whether Tetotal Societies are efficient means. 
But the question, why use any human " device" what- 
ever—why not leave it to the gospel to cure this vice ! 
is one whose very statement is utterly contrary to the 
spirit and bearing and essence of the whole gospel 
scheme ! To say that we trust to the gospel to remove 
a national evil, while we make no effort of our own 
towards it — no endeavour to do away with those cir- 
cumstances or customs which evidently prolong its 
continuance, is altogether contrary to the gospel. 
There is an Antinomian mode of depending upon the 
grace of God, which professes to magnify the grace of 
the gospel, but which, in reality, insults it We can 
see this in a moment in worldly matters. For a man 
carelessly to carry candles up and down in a magazbe 
of gunpowder, and then to expect, by the superintend- 
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ing care and mercy of God, to be safe from the conse- 
quences, is to insult that mercy and that care. So, 
also, carelessly to venture into temptation, or to coun- 
tenance all those customs of society which multiply 
the temptations of others, and beset their path on every 
side with the occasions of their besetting sin, and 
then to expect that they will not take fire at the sparks 
we are so carelessly throwing about, is grossly insult- 
ing the mercy of the gospel. For a man to sow tares, 
or not to discourage others from sowing tares, upon 
the whole face of a country, and then to expect that, 
by the goodness of God, the country will be covered 
with wheat, is grossly to insult that goodness. And 
it is the very same insult to the grace of the gospel to 
expect that, with the present drinking customs of the 
great body of the people of England, a temperate 
nation will grow up. St Paul is very plain on this 
point, and expressly forbids us to entertain a hope so 
insulting to the gospel, that he calls it mocking the 
Almighty. " Be not deceived," says the Apostle, 
" God is not mocked ; whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he reap." He that soweth the seed of drunken- 
ness, shall reap drunkenness; and the gospel has 
never promised to prevent it Now these customs do 
sow the seeds of drunkenness ; and it is our duty to 
root them out, and to bring them into discredit by 
every means in our power. For if we neglect this, it 
is not honouring the gospel, but most grossly insulting 
it, to preach the gospel to put down that which we are 
using means to aggravate and increase. But the 
gospel will not be so insulted, and the providence of 
God has proved this in the result. For there are pro- 
bably nearly thirty thousand churches and chapels 
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open in England for the preaching of the gospel; 
there never was a time in which, the gospel was more 
extensively preached than the present; and yet, under 
all this preaching, the consumption of ardent spirit 
imcreased between the years 1823- and 1833 from twelve 
million to twenty-eight millions of gallons, and, of 
beer and other intoxicating drinks in a still greater 
proportion ;* and, hand in hand with this vice, crime 
and misery have increased upon the land. This is no 
proof of the inefficiency of the gospel. Bnt it is a 
proof that God will not have his gospel insulted in 
this way ; that he will not bless the preaching of it to 
the cure of any national sin, unless we prove our sin- 
cerity by striving with all our might to put away all 
occasions of it We must work out our own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, if ever we would have 
God "work in us to will and to do." This command 
is binding upon us nationally, as well as individually* 
We must strive hard as a nation to put away the "ac- 
cursed thing' from amongst us, or God will neither 
bless our preaching nor our prayers. And if the reason 
which God has given us points out the means of doing 
this, it is our duty to employ them. It is worse than 
trifling— it is tricked— *to say that "this or the other 
means are not specified in the gospel, and therefore they 
care not gospel means! 1 For the world "could not 
contain the books that would be written" if every va- 

* It is not forgotten that the population has increased also ; bnt 
nothing like in this proportion. For if the increase on the consump- 
tion of bur be added, it will make the total increase nearly treble, 
during these ten years. Now the population cannot possibly have in- 
creased more than one-third during that period, which result gives the 
increased consumption of intoxicating drinks at least nine times greater 
than it ought to be according to the increase of the population. 
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riety of human action, and all the means of doing 
good 9 which the reason that God has given can sug- 
gest, were written therein. That great motive of the 
gospel, the love of Christ, is intended to warm the 
heart, and fill it with the most ardent desire to do 
good ; but, as for the particular means best adapted for 
any proposed end, it is the province of human reason to 
devise these. This is the very purpose for which 
reason was given to us — to devise the best means of 
promoting the glory of God, and serving him in our 
day and generation. And if our reason be not so 
employed, we shall be found at the last unprofitable 
servants, who have buried in the earth the noblest 
talent that God has given to man, and that which dis- 
tinguishes him from the brute creation. 

But besides all this, I can easily prove that this 
sentiment — Why use any device of human reason! 
Why not leave it to the gospel to cure intemperance ?— 
contradicts itself. For the principle contained in it 
necessarily involves the utter corruption and total an- 
nihilation of the very gospel it proposes as a cure — that 
is to say, if by the gospel is meant the whole, entire, 
unmutilated New Testament of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If indeed by the gospel, the objector means no more 
than one or two favourite chapters, then I will not 
waste my time and that of my reader by quibbling and 
disputing about the critical meaning of the wor d gospel, 
because it has nothing at all to do with the argument. 
But I would beg to remind him that the practical result 
will be, that if he claims a right to pick out certain 
favourite chapters and verses, and call these the gospel 
in such a sense that no others shall be necessary as an 
essential part of the gospel, then the Arian, the Soci- 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



14 THE RELIGIOUS OBJECTION TO TETOTAUSM. 

nian, and the Unitarian, trill each claim a right to pick 
out their favourite chapters, and call these the gospel : 
and with equal reason, for they have just as good a 
right as he to invest their favourite chapters with this 
sort of papal pre-eminence and authority over all the 
rest. But if by the gospel he means the whole, entire, 
unmutilated New Testament of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then the gospel, taken in this sense, requires him to put 
forth all his energies, capacities, and powers — his whole 
strength both of mind and body — in the service of the 
Lord, and in the uprooting of Satan's kingdom. To 
say that we are praying for any particular good, or 
applying the gospel to remedy any evil, while we not 
only neglect to employ all lawful means which reason 
suggests for the attainment of the good, or the sup- 
pression of the evil, but even encourage and countenance 
those customs which may be proved to exert a powerful 
agency directly contrary to our preaching and our 
prayers, is a strange version of the gospel. It is a gos- 
pel of our own invention, and such a gospel as is to be 
found no where in the word of God. If this were the 
proper place for it, I could pour out upon this page a 
flood of passages from the whole Bible commanding us' 
to "cease to do evil"— to "learn to do well" — to " put 
away from us the evil of our doings" — to avoid even 
the appearance of evil ; and not only positive evil, but 
every inexpedient indulgence by which a brother or a 
neighbour is led into sin, every thing by which a 
" brother stumbleth, or is offended or is made weak" or 
is in any way injured, "to strive" "to labour" "to 
fight, 19 to a run the race," "to give diMgence" to do 
" good unto all men as we have opportunity," and to " do 
it with ail our might? and by every lawful means, — 
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to leave no stone unturned, ao lawful expedient un- 
tried, no power, either of mind or body, not pressed into 
the service of the Lord ! Every scheme of the gospel 
which does not include this, is a mangled, mutilated 
gospel, is traitorhood and treachery to our King, and 
cold and ungrateful to a bleeding Saviour's love ! The 
gospel is intended to stir men up to strenuous, honest, 
sincere, diligent, yet humble and dependent exertion. 
The gospel requires us to pursue a good object with 
all our might and main, in the way which reason points 
out as likely to attain it, and not, as we before observed, 
to sow tares in hopes that the grace of the gospel will 
turn it into wheat. We are not to expect the gospel 
to do any thing for us, while we are cold and indif- 
ferent about employing the means. It is either a hol- 
low and heartless religion, or else a delusion, in the 
minds of those who neglect any well-digested means 
of doing good, or withhold their assistance from any 
national society for the prevention of a national sin, 
upon the plea that we should leave it to the gospel to 
cure it Such a view as this, I again assert it, presents 
a mutilated mangled gospel — a gospel the one half of 
which is not told. But such is the entireness and perfect 
consistency of sound doctrine, that a mutilated gospel 
is no gospel at all. It is not like a material substance 
from which a man may cut away one half, and leave 
the remainder of the same nature and quality it was 
before. If any part of the gospel be wilfully taken 
away it spoils the whole, and the remainder is no longer 
the gospel, but a lying deception of Satan. Thus, for 
example, a man may talk about faith in Christ, but if 
he pretends to pray for a good and desirable end while 
he neglects any innocent means affording (humanly 
speaking) a reasonable prospect of attaining it, his faith 
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is not the faith of the gospel, and bis gospel is any thing 
but the gospel of Christ And if there be a national 
union proposed for the removal of a national vice (a 
union, too, which God has evidently blessed) and he 
pretends to say, Why use human means? why not 
leave it to the gospel to cure it ? in the very act of say* 
ing this, he contradicts his own profession ; he applies 
no gospel to its cure, but a deception of Satan, and 
attempts to remove the evil, not by the gospel, but by 
self-delusion, or else by selfishness, and self-indul- 
gence, and indolence and sin. 

This view of the subject, and this only, will satis- 
factorily account for the total failure of what these peo- 
ple call the gospel, in rooting out the national 
intemperance of England. The providence of God 
has spoken upon this subject in language which a child 
may understand. Look at the broad facts of the case. 
The preaching of the gospel has increased in England, 
within the last 30 or 40 years, more than a hundred 
fold, so that those who are old enough to remember 
darker days, are filled with amazement at the change. 
Yet, with all this preaching, drunkenness has increased 
upon our country in a degree so incredible and fright- 
ful, that no former age has ever seen any thing like it. 
Nor is this all : England and America, the two countries 
where perhaps the purest gospel on earth is preached, 
have been the two most drunken nations in the world ; 
and if there are any other nations that can pretend to 
bear away the palm of intemperance from England, 
they are the Protestant nations of Northern Europe. 
There is tenfold more drunkenness in little England, 
Protestant England, than among all the millions of 
Hindoos of India; and almost all the drunkennesss 
among these was taught them by England. For this 
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vice was scarcely known to the Hindoos before they 
came under the influence of British example. 

These are stubborn, stubborn, three times stubborn 
facts ; and in the teeth of these facts, will the objector 
still say—" why use any human means to cure intem- 
perance r " Why not leave it to the gospel to cure 
it?" If he will persist in maintaining this position, as 
one which the gospel sanctions and approves, he does, in 
the very act of maintaining it, charge the gospel itself 
with the whole blame of this miserable failure. For 
the facts above stated necessarily prove one of the two 
following things — either that the gospel thus proposed, 
to the exclusion of all human means, is on account of 
the very form and conditions of its proposal, not the 
gospel, but a mangled, mutilated, garbled gospel, a 
gospel which the Lord Jesus Christ, if he were again 
upon earth, would not own; and, therefore, it has 
failed — or else these facts prove that the gospel itself has 
failed. It is impossible to get out of this dilemma; 
there is no other conceivable alternative. One of these 
two things he must choose— either to maintain his 
original objection, and throw all the burden and dis- 
grace of the failure upon the gospel ; or else, to give 
up his objection as not tenable upon gospel principles. 
Which of these two things will he do I Will he taks 
the shame to himself ? or will he lay it on the gospel ? 
But whichever way he may choose to decide the ques- 
tion, the providence of God has already decided for 
him by suffering England and America, the two coun- 
tries where the gospel is most preached, to become the 
two most drunken nations upon which the sun shines. 
God could not have spoken plainer, no, though he 
had spoken with a voice from heaven, and said — 
3 
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" Such a gospel as permits my servants to neglect any 
human means, and to ' keep back' from the service of 
the Lord any energies, powers, means, or ability to con- 
trive, which I myself gave them as so many talents to 
be used to my glory, is not the gospel of my only 
begotten Son. Such a gospel has not my blessing 
upon it In this matter, Christian churches ! you 
have sinned, aud not given me your whole selves and 
all your strength, and all your mental energies ; take 
your punishment in the drunkenness of England !" 

It is most manifest from the deplorable state of 
drunken England — ten times more drunken than the 
heathen world — that God has a controversy with his 
people in this matter. Would it not be wiser, then, to 
inquire, " wherefore the Lord is striving with us," and 
to amend in this matter, than to go on perversely, year 
after year, in our miserable failure, leaving England 
and America still to bear away the # palm of drunken- 
ness from the world ? England and America, with 
the Protestant nations of Northern Europe, have mono- 
polized nine-tenths of the drunkennes of the world ; 
and, in view of this fact, the Unbeliever and the Deist 
will surely turn round upon us and say— "Is this a 
specimen of the success of the preaching of the gospel 
in pntting down intemperance in England V 9 We have 
asked this question, because it is in vain to deny or 
conceal these facts ; they are as notorious as the noon- 
day sun ; and, therefore, if we do not ask and consider 
the question it is certain that the unbeliever will. We 
have asked this question, because we are certain that 
we can give a satisfactory answer, and show where the 
fault lies ; and therefore it is far better that we should 
ask die question, than leave it to the unbeliever to ask 
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it and fancy that he has obtained a triumph over 
the gospel. Every good man knows that the gospel 
cannot be to blame for this failure of success. But, in 
the present state of matters, it is most important to show 
how it is that the gospel is not to blame, and where 
the blame of failure really lies. 

It is no answer to this difficulty to say — that the 
hundreds of thousands whose conduct stamps England 
with the name of "the drunken nation" are not 
Christians ; and that if they were all true Christians 
they would not be drunkards. This is the answer 
usually given, and it has been given to the writer a 
hundred times. The proposition indeed is true, but 
applied as an excuse for the present state of England, 
it is mere shuffling— it is poor, paltry, pitiful evasion. 
For the Christian knows that the influence of the gospel 
upon any nation where it is preached is two-fold. 

1st. To convert a little flock out of that nation to 
Christ; and, 

2d. To elevate the general tone of morals in the 
whole nation where the gospel is professed, above that 
of all other nations in the world. 

But in this second effect upon the nation at large 
(so far as drunkenness is concerned) the efforts of 
Christian churches have hitherto miserably failed; for 
Christendom, especially Protestapt Christendom, mono- 
polizes nine-tenths of the drunkenness of the habitable 
globe. One single British regimeut has more courts- 
martial for drunkenness, than all the hundred and 
fifty thousand Native troops of India*. 

* This has been literally the case hitherto. But T observe lately 
military orders by the Commander in Chief to the following effect : — 
" The Commander has observed with grief and surprise the sudden 
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"If they were all Christians they would not be 
drunkards !" It has been well said — that when once 
you begin a sentence with if, you may end it any how 
you please. But does this excuse mean to insinuate, 
that the tendency of the gospel is to convert here and 
there a solitary individual to the little flock of Christ, 
and thus to save his soul, while it leaves Christendom 
in general, out of all comparison, deeper plunged in 
the mire of drunkenness, and all the Old Bailey crimes 
which drunkenness produces, than the Heathen world ? 
We had supposed that Christianity was an immense 
benefit to the world at large — in "leavening*' the mass 
of society — in diminishing human crime and misery — 
and in raising the tone of morals, even where it did not 
produce true conversion. We had supposed that the 
whole nation was better and happier in a temporal point 
of view where Christianity was professed, and that 
thousands, who were not themselves real Christians, 
were yet greatly indebted to the Christian atmosphere 
they breathed ! 

If they were all Christians they could not be 
drunkards ! ! ! This paltry excuse will not do. It 
will not satisfy the infidel, nor indeed any man of 
sense, whatever be his creed. It is important, then, I 
repeat, to show where the blame of failure really lies; 
and this is the point to which we shall immediately 
proceed. 

These are the facts of the case staring us in the face. 
England, the land of Bibles — England, that has printed 
more Bibles than all the nations of the earth put 

and most unexpected appearance of drunkenness in the Native troops 
of the army." This is the benefit they derive by contact with the 
British example ! ! ! Christians ! see, oh see ! what we are doing ! 
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together — is herself the most drunken nation under the 
sun. Her children in America have nearly drowned 
the New World in drink. The flag of England has 
carried drunkenness to every port in the habitable 
globe ! 

Now what do these facts prove? They certainly 
do prove that the scheme or system which these ob- 
jectors, whom we are now answering, call the gospel, 
has miserably failed in suppressing national intempe- 
rance. But we deny that they prove that the whole, 
entire, unmutilated gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
has failed ; and the truth of this denial we are pre- 
pared to prove* The whole matter may be brought 
within a very small compass. England, above all 
other nations the land of the gospel, is pre-eminent in 
drunkenness! Who is to blame for this state of 
things? Somebody is to blame! At whose door 
does the fault lie ? Now if the gospel-preaching and 
gospel-hearing churches oi England will^come forward 
in a body, and take the blame upon themselves, and lay 
it (where it ought to he) at their own doors, they may 
nobly and honourably acquit the gospel of the blame 
of this miserable failure. But if they will not do this, 
they must lay the blame upon the gospel itself. There is 
no other conceivable alternative. If, then, the churches 
will come forward in a body, and say, " Truly we are 
verily guilty concerning this matter, because we have 
never yet brought the whole entire unmutilated gospel 
to bear upon this national sin ; for we have not exert- 
ed every muscle, and strained every^nerve, to put 
away the accursed thing out of the camp of our Israel : 
we have not exerted all the powers^of mind, that God 
has given us, as so many talents, in contriving the most 
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efficient means of patting it away : All these honest, 
sincere, and strenuous exertions on our part, to put 
away the occasion of our country's sin, iapart and 
parcel of the gospel scheme which we have carelessly 
and wickedly neglected : In these respects we have 
mangled and mutilated the gospel, and virtually 
brought only half a gospel to its cure : Therefore the 
Lord has a controversy with us, and has punished our 
sin, by suffering his own ark, which ought to be the 
harbinger of victory, to be carried away captive into 
the camp of the Philistines, and intemperance to come 
in like a flood upon this gospel-preaching land." 

Yes, if Christians will come forward in a body and 
confess their sin, and repent of this their wickedness 
and do " works meet for repentance," and such as the 
case requires, they will honourably acquit the gospel 
of the disgrace of past failure. The blood of Jesus 
Christ will atone for their past wickedness and the 
spirit of Christ will crown their really honest endea- 
vours with future success, and wipe away the deep, the 
hateful stain of drunkenness from Christian England ! 
But if they will persist in standing upon their former 
ground, — if they will persist in putting honour upon 
the drunkard's drink, by using one drop of it them- 
selves,— if they will persist in lending their high 
respectability and countenance to that traffic and 
those customs which multiply the occasions of temp- 
tation, and spread them abroad upon the face of society, 
and are thus sowing the seeds of intemperance in every 
city, town, village, and hamlet in England ; and then 
leaving it to what they are pleased to ceil the gospel to 
root the infernal crop which they themselves have 
•own, while they refuse the most powerful means 
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which the merciful grace of God has ever yet sug- 
gested to man's understanding, — if they will persist in 
saying that this is the true gospel cure, notwithstand- 
ing disgraceful failure in the past (a failure steadily 
becoming worse the longer their half gospel has been 
tried), then 1 say they do fasten the failure upon the 
gospel itself; and in so doing, although it may be far 
from their intention, they pronounce a libel upon the 
gospel more offensive than any that its bitterest 
enemies ever imagined or contrived. 

It is, indeed, a wonderful proof of the blindness of 
human nature and of the subtilty of Satan, that men 
professing to love the Lord Jesus Christ should be so 
blind, so infatuated, as wilfully or carelessly, I care 
not which, to set fire to a city with their own hands, 
and then expect the gospel to put it out again, while 
they use no exertion of their own, but rather play and 
sport with more combustibles, and then begin preach- 
ing ! and calling this the gospel cure and remedy ! I 
dearly love the whole entire unmutilated gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but my very soul loathes such a 
gospel as this. And I never will believe that this is 
the gospel, until I can be persuaded that the self- 
denying religion of Christ is the same thing as 
hard-hearted selfishness, which, rather than give up an 
unnecessary indulgence, will recklessly sport with the 
temporal and eternal happiness of millions, and lend 
the sanction of the Christian name to customs which 
positively do light up the fires of intemperance in the 
bosoms of thousands, or, to take a still more appro- 
priate metaphor, which sow the seeds of intemperance 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 

A Bishop of America and some Divine* of England 
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have said that " the success of Temperance Societies 
will be the triumph of infidelity," because they will 
have succeeded in rooting out a national sin after the 
gospel has been tried in vain. Now, if the principle 
of this tract be correct, and our argument sound, we 
have a triumphant answer to this insinuation. For we 
deny that the entire gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the whole length and breadth of its vast and comprehen- 
sive meaning, has ever been tried — we deny that it has 
ever yet been brought to bear upon this national sin ; 
therefore, we deny that it has failed. But if our prin- 
ciple be false, if it be true that the gospel has been 
tried, then the present state of drunken Christendom, 
and especially drunken England, contrasted with the 
wonderful success with which it has pleased God to 
bless Tetotal Societies in England and America, does 
place the gospel in the painful condition of a degrading 
and humiliating failure. There is no evading this con- 
clusion by any subterfuge whatever. This is not the 
time of day to put people off with words instead of things. 
It is true of all persons, things, and systems, under the 
sun — " By their fruits ye shall know them. f, The 
efficacy and power of the gospel scheme will be judged 
of by its effects ; and let those Christians look to it, who 
are determined to put the gospel into its degrading and 
humiliating position rather than own themselves in 
the wrong, and resign a bigoted prejudice, or a sen- 
sual self-indulgence. 

In the meantime what is the position of England f 
She is drunk ! In her cities, the gin-palaces have raised 
their shameless fronts with almost royal splendour : like 
prostitutes, they pander to the lust of the people for the 
sake of moriey, till our wretched, ragged, starving me- 
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tropolitan poor, are drunk with gin ! In the country 
the beer-shops infest every village and every lane, 
absorb the hard-earned wages of the poor, and consume 
the children's bread, while the father is drunk with beer ! 
It is not known how large a proportion of the flower 
of England's hope, and of the rising talent of the coun- 
try, lies prostrate before the power of wine! Thus 
England, Christian England ! is become the greatest 
drunkard in the world, if we except her progeny in 
New South Wales, who are said, if it be possible, to 
drink deeper still. In this deplorable condition of our 
country, the merciful grace of God, in pity to England, 
has suggested the only remedy that has ever prevailed to 
stop the desolating scourge ; and professors of the gos- 
pel, instead of rushing to the battle of the Lord— their 
bosoms warmed with the love of Christ — have managed 
to set up the gospel as an enemy to the great deliverance 
that the Lord is now working amongst us. mon- 
strous delusion ! delirium ! ! insanity ! ! ! In the next 
age it will not be believed ; and the historian, who shall 
attempt to relate it, will himself be suspected of having 
"dipped his wings in wine*." For, surely, such a view 
of the gospel as this is a miserable delusion of the un- 
derstanding, to say the least, and the man who professes 
to admire the gospel, and the labours of self-denying I 
love which mark its character, while he can coldly look % 
upon these very labours brought into action by Tern- < 
perance Societies, must either be afflicted with a strange 
darkness and bewilderment of his understanding upon 
the subject, or else be extremely wicked. Temperence 
Societies are, in fact, the effect and working fit the gospel 
They are the very agency which the genuine gospel is 
* " Madidis quae cantat Soetratus alis." 
4 
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calculated to set at work — the very "talent" which is 
put into, our hands by the mercy of God, as adapted 
for this particular end. For, let me ask the objector, 
How does he expect the gospel to cure national intem- 
perance, but by putting it into the hearts of men to 
abandon the drinking customs of the world, to "come 
out and be seperate," and refuse to " touch the unclean 
thing," to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness ;" to refuse by example, or practice, or 
countenance, to*' be partakers of other men's sins;'' to 
protest against the "appearance of evil;" to "agree 
together" to put away "the offence, or the occasion 
of a brother's fall V And is not this the very thing that 
the gospel is now doing through the medium of Tem- 
perance Societies! 

You that say that you love the gospel, take care 
that you be not found fighting against Christ ; do not 
deceive yourselves to suppose that the gospel has no 
interest in Temperance Societies. For it is not easy to 
conceive a more hopeless task than that of a minister 
preaching to a gin-drinking congregation, even ^such 
a congregation would ever come to hear him. There 
is no one cause which robs our churches, and sacra- 
mental tables, of the attendance of the poor more effec- 
tually, than intemperance. On the other hand, there is 
no second cause, under the blessing of God, which is 
found by experience more powerfully to bring the poor 
to frequent our sacred altars than a thriving Temperance 
Society. When the poor man has left off drinking, 
and, in consequence, his cottage begins to smile with 
comforts, his heart warms with gratitude, and the very 4 
first thing he thinks of is the altar of his God. It is 
not meant to assert that Temperance Societies will 
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convert a man, but surely the ordinances are more 
likely to prove the means of grace in which God may 
meet his soul than the gin-shop; and Temperance 
Societies have, at least, prepared the way when they 
have drawn him away from the one, and persuaded 
him to attend the other. The first thing to be done 
is to get a congregation^ the second to preach the gos- 
pel to it The best gospel sermon in the world is of 
no use to the congregation in the beer-shops and gin- 
shops of England, far, far, out of the reach of the 
sound of it. And what are the numbers of these con- 
gregations ? Oh ! let the objector consider this question, 
and then ask himself whether his objection be not 
cruel ! 

Of the twenty-four millions of the United Kingdom, 
a very large proportion, perhaps it may be said three- 
fourths, seldom attend any place of divine worship*. 
Now subtracting those that are kept away by inevitable 
necessity, or bodily infirmity, totally unconnected 
with vice and intemperance, there will remain probably 
ten millions who are kept away from the house of God 
by dissipation, profligacy, vice, crime, and poverty, 
which, if we are to believe the evidence given before 
the house of Commons of England, intemperance has 
had a very large share in producing. Vast multitudes 

# There are not less than 30,000 places of worship of all denomi- 
nations in Great Britain. Now since many hamlets of England are 
extremely small, suppose we allow an average of 200 for every steadily 
attending congregation throughout the country. If this supposition he 
correct, it will give an average of scarcely 6,000,000, or one-fourth of 
the population for the number of those who realty attend ; but the ex- 
act numbers are not at all essential to the argument. If we should be 
mistaken by one-half, still the conclusion is frightful, and enough to fire 
the bosom of every Christian, to try to the utmost all lawful means, 
powers, and energies, to remedy the evil. 
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of these are absent from God's house, not indeed through 
their own intemperance, but frond the intemperance of 
those to whom they look for example, direction, and 
support. The naked, ragged, starving wife and chil- 
dren of the drunkard, cannot frequent the house of 
God ; and if they had the power, from the scenes in 
which they are brought up, it is hardly to be expected 
that they would have the inclination. 

Now when the Temperance Societies offer to go into 
the "highways and hedges" — into the beer-shops and 
gin-shops of England — and seek out these ten millions, 
or whatever proportion of them are to be found in these 
places, and to bring them out and thus cater for the 
house of God, and to compel them to come in, shall 
the minister of the gospel, shall any lover of the Lord 
Jesus Christ " forbid them/' and begin whining and 
puling with a mis-called evangelical objection ? It is 
a lamentable truth that Christ's flock has ever been a 
u little flock ;" and it is the duty of the minister of the 
gospel to make it as large as he can. But our object* 
takes care that it shall be a " little flock/' and does all 
in his power to keep it so ; by refusing his countenance 
and support to an agency which powerfully tends to 
rob the dram-shops of their congregations, in order to 
increase the congregations of the Lord. 

Imagine the case of a minister of one of our metro- 
politan parishes, consisting of one hundred thousand 
souls! Shall this man be content that his church 
shall remain Sabbath after Sabbath empty as to the 
metropolitan poor, while he gathers round him a 
" respectable" congregation, consisting at the most of a 
thousand people, to admire his preaching ; and leaves 
the other ninety-nine thousand to absent themselves 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



THE RELIGIOUS OBJECTION TO TETOTALISM. 



29 



from the house of God, to break the Sabbath, and to 
perish, for ought he knows or cares, in everlasting fire ! 
The good shepherd could not rest while one sheep was 
wandering, through he had "ninety-nine within the 
pastures ;" but this shepheard is contented to have within 
his pasture one out of ninety-nine ! Brethren, forgive 
me if my heart " burns within me, and I speak with a 
warmth and earnestness somewhat unsuited to the oc- 
casion. Who is to go into the dram-shops of our cities, 
and the innumerable beer-shops of our towns and 
villages, and persuade the wretched inmates to abandon 
these hot-beds of crime and misery, and to frequent 
the house of God ? The church cannot do it, so long 
as she herself uses the drunkard's drink. While she 
holds the intoxicating cup in her own hand, the reeling 
drunkard will mock her to her face, and, in answer to 
all her remonstrances, will sneeringly offer to " drink 
her health/* and pledge her cup in his own. Stubborn 
facts have proved that, so far from reclaiming the 
drunkards with such a gospel as this, she cannot even 
keep the members she has got ; and that so long as the 
church dallies with bait, parlies with the tempter, 
and fosters the deceiver within her own bosom, she is 
far more likely to lose her own members by desertion 
to the' ranks of the intemperate, than to bring over the 
intemperate to her fold. 

Of the Jive hundred thousand drunkards of America, 
many were Church Members, sitting under the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and some even preaching the gospel 
at the very time that they contracted those habits which 
have now reduced them to the condition of degraded 
and miserable drunkards. Many and many a minister of 
the gospel has been pulled down by the deceiver from a 
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lofty sphere of eminent usefulness, and rolled in the 
mire of drunkenness. Professor Edgar relates several 
lamentable instances of Scottish clergy, able preachers 
of the -gospel, concerning whom the fairest hopes were 
entertained, reduced to the condition of drunkards, by 
the whiskey-drinking courtesies, and the mistaken kind- 
ness of their parishioners who really loved them* 
And I fear it would form a long and melancholy 
catalogue if we could have a true and faithful return of 
all the clergy of the Church of England, who have 
brought a blot upon their profession, or, to say the 
least, marred their usefulness by the seducing power 
of wine. We have been hitherto pleading the cause 
of the many millions that never go near the house of 
God, and never hear the sound of the preacher's voice! 
But here are instances in which the destroyer has 
entered into the very bosom of the church, and carried 
away both the sheep and the shepherd from the fold ! 
And will the objector still say — " Why not leave it to 
the gospel to cure intemperance V The church can- 
not even keep her own, much less can she reclaim the 
drunkard by such a gospel scheme as this! If we 
would have a gospel cure, we must take it on the terms 
of the gospel* The gospel has nowhere promised that 
if the church mil take fire into her bosom, she shall 
not be burnt by it ; that if she will run into tempta- 
tion, she shall not be tempted ; that if she %oiU multiply 
the temptations of others and countenance an agent 
which, in the present condition of the country, sets traps 
and snares for the souls of millions, no souls shall be 
ensnared and destroyed! To say nothing of the 
millions that are utterly beyond the sound of her 
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doctrines, facts abundantly testify, that, if the destroyer 
be admitted at all within the bosom of the church, the 
soundest gospel doctrines, and the most orthodox 
doctrinal ministry, apart from the diligent and honest 
exertion of all the lawful means which the reason that 
God has given to man can "devise" will not prevent 
many of her professed members from becoming 
drunkards ! 

The churches of America have sorely experienced 
this truth to their grief and shame. In the very 
midst of the desolations produced by the destroyer, 
instead of washing her hands of this iniquity, and 
refusing to " touch the unclean thing,'* " the church 
herself bought it and sold it and drank it, and said, — I 
have done no harm; while, in the meantime, she 
dragged after her a dreary load of miserable drunk- 
ards." 

But let us now take leave of the congregations of 
the churches, and return to the ten millions of England, 
who seldom or never enter the house of God, and 
repeat our question concerning them,— Who is to go 
into the dram-shops of our cities, or the innumerable 
beer-shops of our towns and villages, and persuade 
the wretched inmates to abandon these hot-beds of 
crime and misery, and to frequent the house of God 1 
Has any plan of operation yet been proposed, which 
in its visible effects is at all to be compared with the 
astonishing effects even now produced by the agency 
of the Temperance Societies, though they are clogged 
and hindered in the good they might do by the keep- 
ing back of those who ought to be their best and 
warmest friends? But notwithstanding this strange, 
this unnatural hindrance, the Tetotal Society, where- 
ever it is found, has done immense good. It has per- 
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suaded vast Aultitudes away from the haunts of in- 
temperance, and drawn them to the house of God. 
Thus it is a powerful handmaid of the gospel. Christ 
cfoes not usually extend his kingdom in the present 
day by miracles, but by sending his blessing upon 
human instruments and second causes. The man, 
therefore, who neglects to employ these for the cure 
of a national evil, and even encourages other causes 
which have manifestly a contrary tendency, upon the 
plea that he will leave it to the grace of the gospel to 
cure it, in so doing teaches Antinomianism in its very 
worst and rankest form. He gives his countenance to 
those customs which encourage others to continue in sin 
that grace may abound. He turns the grace of God 
into licentiousness, and makes Christ the minister of 
sin. He inflicts a deeper and deadlier wound to 
Christianity, under the guise of a friend, than her 
bitterest enemy can possibly do ; for men judge of 
religion by the conduct of her friends, and not by the 
conduct of her enemies. He stabs the gospel to the 
heart, and then substitutes a wretched invention of his 
own, which is no more like the gospel than the cold- 
hearted selfishness of the world is like the self-denying 
love of Christ, — no more like the gospel, than a stone 
statue ia like a living, breathing man. 
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